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•  In 2003 the clinical pharmacology tutorial was introduced and 
was located on the ACTG portal 
 

•  In 2006 PQA and FSTRF published that use of the tutorial resulted 
in a 13% drop in errors related to pharmacology data and 
specimen collection/handling* 
   

•  In 2007  ACTG and IMPAACT networks made participation a site 
requirement  
 

•  In 2008, the tutorial was relocated to CPQA website maintained by 
Frontier Science, with on-demand reporting made available for 
network leadership 

•  In 2018, a new overhauled version of the tutorial will be made 
available on the DAIDS LMS (anticipated in Fall ) 

* DiFrancesco R, Rosenkranz SL, Craft J, Morse GD. (2006). Tutorial reduces protocol deviations in 
multicenter ACTG trials with pharmacology endpoints. HIV Clin Trials. 2006 Jul-Aug;7(4):203-9. 
PMID: 17065032 

Background 
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May 2018 IMPAACT 
Certification Report Note:  Individual site queries are made by 

CPQA to assure high adherence for Network 
sites 
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•  Create interactive learning slides to illustrate 

principles and examples 
 

•  Develop cognitive aptitudes for clinical 
researchers to improve the quality of 
pharmacology study conduct 
 

•  Broaden scope to incorporate newer 
pharmacology strategies within the networks 
 

•  Retain the pertinent subject matter from the 
current tutorial 

New Clinical Pharmacology Tutorial Goals 
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New Tutorial 
Overview 

•  DAIDS LMS 
•  Nine Modules 
•  Can be completed over 

a few days 
 
Each Module contains 

•  Objectives 
•  Interactive Learning 

Slides 
•  Summary 
•  Quiz Questions 
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New Tutorial Module 1 

Clinical Pharmacology 
Tutorial Introduction 
 
•  Goals 
•  Overview 
•  Instructions 
•  Technical settings 
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New Tutorial Module 2 

Principles of Clinical 
Pharmacology Studies 
 
This module strives to 
illustrate many of the 
concepts network 
pharmacologists use 
when designing the 
clinical study 
pharmacology 
objectives and reporting 
the outcomes derived 
from the data analyses 
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New Tutorial Module 2 

Principles of Clinical 
Pharmacology Studies 
 
•  Pharmacokinetics  
•  Its measurements 

based on  Time and 
Concentration 

•  Steady State and 
adherence to study 
medication 

•  Adherence 
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New Tutorial Module 3 
Clinical Trial Studies and 
Pharmacology 
 
•  Clinical Trial Research 
•  Pharmacology 

measures in clinical 
trials. 

•  Typical pharmacology 
study designs  & 
intended outcomes 

•  Examples of sampling 
strategies for specific 
study designs 
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New Tutorial Module 4 

Clinical Pharmacology 
Study Protocols 
 
•  Clinical Pharmacologist’s 

role 
•  Pharmacology Objectives 
•  Protocol Document & PK 
•  Resources and Tools 
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New tutorial Module 5 
Conducting Clinical 
Pharmacology Visits I 
 
•  Planning 
•  Preparation 
•  Execution 
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New Tutorial Module 5 

Conducting Clinical Pharmacology Visits I  
Section 1 provides an overview of the key concepts and actions to consider 
when preparing for the participant visit. 
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New tutorial Module 6 
Conducting Clinical 
Pharmacology Visits II 
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New Tutorial Module 6 

Conducting Clinical 
Pharmacology Visits II  
 
Section 2 provides 
essential concepts to 
assure that the time of 
medication dose and 
specimen collection are 
accurately recorded. To 
the right is an interactive 
slide defining dose-times 
for various dosage routes.   
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Conducting Clinical 
Pharmacology Visits II  
 
Recording the ACTUAL 
collection time is critical 
and various routes of 
administration must be 
considered. 
 
Collection Time- dose 
time = time used for “X” 
for concentration “Y” 

New Tutorial Module 6 
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Conducting Clinical 
Pharmacology Visits II  
 
Specimen collection 
 

New Tutorial Module 6 
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New Tutorial Module 7 
Clinical Pharmacology 
Specimens 
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New Tutorial Module 7 
Clinical Pharmacology Specimens  
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New Tutorial Module 7 
Clinical Pharmacology Specimens  
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New Tutorial Module 8 

Pharmacology Data 
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New Tutorial Module 8 
Pharmacology Data 
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New tutorial Module 8 
Pharmacology Data  
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New tutorial 
Module 9 
Clinical Pharmacology 
Review 
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Certification and Learning 

 
•  Re-certification is 

required every two 
years 

•  Tutorial available 
to all sites and 
laboratories for 
training and 
teaching purposes 
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QUESTIONS, 
SUGGESTIONS, 
AND  
CONCERNS…. 


