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2026 IMPAACT Early Career Investigator (ECI) Application


Submit the completed application to the IMPAACT Operations Center for consideration by the Network using this email address: impaact.earlycareer@fstrf.org. Upon receipt, the Operations Center will contact you to provide information concerning the next steps.

Proposal Submitted by: [Name, Degrees, Title, Institution, Email]


Date submitted: 


Title of Proposed Research Project: 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]
Applicant Demographic Information:

Nationality: 

Date of Birth:														
US Only: Race/Ethnicity: 

☐American Indian or Alaskan Native
☐Asian
☐Black, African American, Afro-Caribbean
☐Hispanic, Latina/o/e
☐Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
☐White or Caucasian
☐Other Racial/Ethnic Self-Identification (please specify): 


Indicate if project will require:

☐ Biological specimens and data from an IMPAACT study
☐ Only data from an IMPAACT study




Affiliation with IMPAACT Network or DAIDS-funded Network Clinical Research Site*:

* Please note that for this award cycle, given recent NIH foreign subaward policy updates, we can only accept applications from US investigators or investigators at international institutions that receive DAIDS Network funding, either through Clinical Trials Unit funding or a Type 3 Supplement.

Project Proposal (Max. 1000 words) 

· Background/Rationale: 

· Objectives:

· Hypothesis:

· Design and Methods: Include outline of data analysis plan for each objective, and power calculations, if appropriate. Identify specific variables and associated CRF(s) required for the analysis.

· Laboratory Specimens Required: Identify where required specimens currently reside (i.e., CRS, repository); the number of specimens required by specimen type (i.e., serum, plasma); specimen time points per protocol; and the statistical rationale for these requirements. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62220773]
Relevant IMPAACT studies: List all IMPAACT studies that are pertinent to the research questions and from which data and/or specimens will be used. 


Data Management and Analysis Support: Is IMPAACT Statistical and Data Analysis Center (SDAC) support needed for this analysis?

Yes ______	No ______		

If no, identify the responsible parties for both data management and analysis (e.g., proposing investigator, Clinical Research Site/Clinical Trials Unit). 


Specimen Availability: For projects utilizing stored specimens, review the Specimen Repository Website (www.specimenrepository.org/) to identify availability of specimens for this project. Are specimens available?   

Yes ___	No ___		Not Applicable ___

If yes, download specimens available from the Specimen Repository Website and submit a copy with your application.

If the study is not listed on the Specimen Repository Website, has the Data Management Center (DMC) been consulted to confirm specimen inventory? If yes, include a copy of this correspondence.

Yes ___	No ___		Not Applicable ___


Laboratory Testing: Identify the laboratory(ies) that will perform the assays. Note “not applicable” if your study involves data analysis only. 


If laboratory testing is part of the proposal, is JHU Finance & Contracts support needed to arrange the contract?

Yes ___	No ___		


IRB/EC approvals: Indicate if any institutional review board (IRB)/ ethics committee (EC) approvals at the proposing investigator’s institution are required; note, if IRB/EC approval is not required, investigators will need to provide documentation of an IRB/EC waiver once selected. 


Anticipated Timeline for Completion for the following milestones, as applicable:
· Protocol development
· IRB/EC Approvals (at investigator’s institution and potentially from other institutions that provided the samples)
· Establish material transfer agreements (MTAs) with sites that collected the specimens and applicable testing labs 
· Retrieval and shipment of specimens to testing lab
· Specimen testing
· Data analysis
· Abstract/manuscript development

Note investigators will be asked to provide a management plan if there are extensive delays in any of the above milestones.


Budgets and Justifications: Provide separate budgets and justifications for the Year 1 and Year 2 funding periods as an attachment. Please use the budget spreadsheet template provided for your convenience. Do not change the embedded formulas in the spreadsheet. 

Please note the following important guidelines:

· Fill out ALL tabs in the budget template (complete Year 1 & 2 tabs first):
· Year 1 – Proposed Year 1 budget only
[bookmark: _Hlk167965207]NOTE: Subtotals will autofill when individual line item costs are entered
· Year 2 – Proposed Year 2 budget only
NOTE: Subtotals will autofill when individual line item costs are entered
· Cumulative Budget – Cumulative total of Year 1 and 2 proposed budgets
[bookmark: _Hlk167965124]NOTE: Line item costs and subtotals will autofill when Year 1 & 2 budget information is entered

· The cumulative budget should not exceed the maximum funding limit of $127,000 (inclusive of Indirect Cost)
· Travel Requirement: Attendance at the IMPAACT Annual Meeting in Washington, DC for the first year of the project is recommended and is required for the second year of the project. Attendance will be supported by the IMPAACT Network unless otherwise supported by the research site. Travel and registration fees for additional conferences should also be included in the budget.
· Site Support Costs: A maximum of $5,000 (Direct Cost) of the total two-year budget may be allocated to administrative-related costs. Examples include electronic costs (e.g. laptop), communication costs (e.g. phone, phone plan), internet connectivity, etc.
· Any Indirect Cost being charged by external partners (e.g. external labs) must be included in the budget as Direct Cost. List under “Contractual Costs” section of the budget.
· Lab equipment or other equipment costs cannot be supported. “Equipment” is defined per NIH guidelines as “tangible personal property (including information technology systems) having a useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the non-Federal entity for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.” 
· Specimen shipping and material transfer agreement (MTA) Costs should be included in the budget for international shipments
· IMPAACT statistician time should not be included in the budget.
· Mentor payment is not an allowable cost. Mentors are encouraged to provide their mentoring time voluntarily.
· If the ECI will have a consultant contractual arrangement with the sponsor institution, please do not represent the ECI as a salaried employee in the budget. Their actual ECI contractual fee with the sponsor institution must be listed under the “Consultant Costs” section of the budget. Please submit a copy of the consultant contract or service letter as a support document.
· Optional: Please submit as separate appendix, any outside resources available to the investigator that may contribute to the success of the investigation (e.g., institutional support, additional grant or foundation support).
· Funding will be administered through a cost-reimbursement subaward agreement administered by the Johns Hopkins University (JHU) IMPAACT Finance and Contracts office.*

* We anticipate and are hopeful that funding from the NIH will enable us to support the IMPAACT ECI program and selected applicants through the full two-year duration of the proposed scholarship period. However, selection and/or continuation of the scholarship for the upcoming budget year is dependent on the NIH’s budgetary priorities, which is outside of the Network’s control.


Letters of Support and Mentor Agreements:

1. Mentor - Name, Degrees, Title, Email: 

2. Supervisor/Mentor from Home Institution - Name, Degrees, Title, Email:  


Appendices:

1. Curriculum vitae

2. Budgets and Justifications: 

3. Letters of Support and Mentor Agreement
· A brief statement of support from the proposed mentor(s)
· Signed mentor agreement(s)
· If applicable, a brief statement of support from the Protocol Chair(s) from any study not yet “concluded”

4. References/citations
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